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Dear Bert: 

As you know, I have been deeply interested for a long time in how we can 
manage to assimilate the biological revolution. I find that I am spending 
an increasing part of my own time in reading, thinking, and writing about 
this matter. Up until now I have have managed to evade the question of 
specific funding for this line of work, but it is coming increasingly dif- 
ficult to cover it under the aegis of the kinds of specific research grants 
available to me. Furthermore, the very stringent retrenchment that we have 
been suffering the last year or two compounds the problem. 

I do not have what I would regard as a well-focussed research program by 
the standards of my laboratory work. Nevertheless, I think I can make a 
useful contribution in this area, and to do so needs a modicum of support. 
What I have in mind would be an annual outlay to cover half the salary of 
an information assistant/secretary, which will come to $4,000 per year, and 
another $2,000 for books, journals, a little computer time for retrieval 
programs, and miscellaneous expenses. So I am in effect writing this as a 
brief application to the Russell Sage Foundation for a grant in support of 
"Studies on the Impact of New Biological Science" in the amount of $6,000 
per year for a period of three years. 

This work, of course, overlap some of the responsibilities that I might under- 
take for Milton Katz's committee, but I am thinking more and more seriously 
that I can pursue my thoughts on this subject better if done independently, 
or at least within the framework of a group of my colleagues informally assem- 
bled in the Stanford area rather than on a national committee. I also serve 
on a number of other bodies, and in my teaching likewise make considerable 
use of the kind of information that I need this help to assemble and digest. 

The weekly column that I write for the Washington Post often touches on these 
problems and imposes a kind of discipline to keep in regular continuous'touch 
with them. I propose to write much more comprehensively about these same 
themesfrom time to time, and will of course acknowledge the support of the 
Foundation in such publications where appropriate. 
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I  ,  

;  

Dr. O rvi l le G . B rim , Jr. 

Th is  r e q u e s t is f rom o n e  p o i n t o f v iew a n  a n n o y i n g  "n ick le  a n d  d i m e "  m a tter,  
b u t it is n o  less embar rass ing  to  h a v e  n o  speci f ic  s u p p o r t fo r  it, wh ich  is 
w h a t I wr i te to  y o u  fo r  a t th e  p r e s e n t tim e . 

I a m  b e c o m i n g  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  conv inced  th a t th e  m o s t e ffect ive a p p r o a c h  to  
cop ing  wi th th e  revo lu t ion  is n o th i n g  m o r e  no r  less th a n  a  reaf f i rmat ion o f 
th e  r ights o f ind iv idua l  f r eedom a n d  d igni ty  th a t a l ready  under l i e  ou r  n a tio n a l  
cul ture.  N e w  b io log ica l  a d v a n c e s  stress th e  n e e d  to  reaf f i rm such  r ights, a n d  
to  p rese rve  ou r  t radi t ions o f d u e  p rocess  w h e n  soc ia l  a n d  ind iv idua l  interests 
c o m e  into c o n flict. T h e  latter is th e  la rger  i ssue  i m p o s e d  o n  us  by  th e  g row-  
i ng  complex i ty  o f m o d e m  li fe a n d  i n d e e d , th e  very  ex tens ion  o f h u m a n  r ights 
to  l a rge  n u m b e r s  o f p e o p l e , qu i te  a p a r t f rom b io log ica l  p rogress .  

S incere ly  yours,  

J o s h u a  L e d e r b e r g  
P rofessor  o f G e n e tics 


